
Steve Moffat has never tired of being a mountain guide
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His experience proved 
otherwise. March later learned 
that many people in the industry 
have done a stint at Outward 
Bound, and that his tenure would 
help him build a solid foundation 
of leadership skills and personal 
development.

“I’ve learnt a lot about myself 
and how to work with other 
people. The whole [Outward 
Bound] philosophy is about 
developing people and inspiring 
them, and it’s hard to not have 
that happen to you also,” March 
says.

Now that his contract is up, he’s 
determined to continue working 
in education. He reckons he’s 
done his time in tourism, and 
has little interest in commercial 
outdoor recreation.

“I’m not excited by tourism, at 
times it’s like a factory job – quite 
repetitive and putting as many 
people through as possible. ” he 
explains. “Education has a deeper 
meaning.

“In the outdoors you have 
experiences that are full-on, and 
it’s important to reflect on those 
and learn from them – there’s 
growth that can come from that.”

Dulkara Martig is no stranger 
to that kind of growth. She studied 
sports and outdoor education, 
intending to work in a classroom 
one day. However, it turned out 
the confines of a school weren’t 
stimulating enough. “I didn’t set 
out to work in the outdoors,” 
Martig says, but she soon realised 
that is where she belonged.

Once she set her sights on 
experiential teaching, she started 
working with the National 
Outdoor Leadership School 
(NOLS). The instructor course 
is an arduous undertaking; she 
spent 19 days with a group of 
other NOLS-hopefuls in the 
New Zealand backcountry. “We 
didn’t sleep in a hut the whole 
time,” Martig says. She was tested 
mentally and physically, and 
learned firsthand what it takes to 
be an outdoor educator.

“It was challenging in ways I 
didn’t expect,” she says. “I was 
in a student role instead of a 
leadership role.” She learned 
risk management, safety and 
competency skills, and how to 
teach environmental lessons 
while in the wild. Teaching inspired 
her, as she recognised that the 
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